Leaflets and Factsheets

SEND Guide to

transitioning
to secondary school

www.sendiassnorthyorkshire.co.uk

Choosing a School
Finding a secondary school for a child with SEND
(Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities) may
need careful planning and preparation. This leaflet will
hopefully assist you as we answer frequently asked
questions.

Planning Ahead
The first step for a successful transition to secondary
school is planning ahead. This will give you enough
time to review each individual school and assess
whether it’s right for your child. You should start
thinking about where to send your child when they are
in year 5.
Think about the support your child receives at their
primary school and how this helps them. You can ask
the secondary school how they will meet your child’s
needs and what this would look like.
If your child has an EHC plan (Education, Health and
Care Plan) planning ahead will allow the annual
review process and changing of named school to be
completed on time. (15th February in the year in
which they are going to transfer)

Some ways you can prepare for your
child’s transition to secondary school:


Attend any Year 6 Open Evenings or similar
events (with your child if possible to see how they
react to the environment.)



Ask whether you can meet with the SENCO
(Special Educational Needs Coordinator) at the
secondary school.



Gather as much information about the individual
schools as possible. Information you can access
includes:
- The school prospectus
- SEN information report or School SEN Offer
- A copy of the school’s Ofsted report
- A copy of the school’s policies and procedures
(especially the SEN and bullying policy)
These should be found on the school’s website.

Meeting the SENCO in school/visiting
the school
Things to consider:


Writing a list of questions that you might want to
ask (look below at some suggested questions)



Who you will be taking? (You may want to visit the
school without your child, you could than plan a
second visit with your child to get their view).



Transportation (Is the school easy to get to? Is
your child eligible fro school transport?)



Will you meet staff members who would be
involved with your child?



Will you have a guided tour?

Questions you might want to ask during
the visit:


What are the class sizes?



How will the school cater for my child’s needs?



How does the school support children with SEN?



How is information from the primary school about
my child’s SEND shared with the secondary school?



What experience does the school have supporting
children with needs similar to my child?



Are all areas of the school accessible to my child?



How will my child be supported outside lesson time?



What reasonable adjustments does the school
make to it’s behaviour policy for children with
SEND?



How is bullying dealt with?



How does the school help children mix and make
friends?



How does the school communicate with parents?



Who should I contact with any concerns I may
have?



What are your lunchtime arrangements and what
adaptations do you make for children with SEND?



Will my child be able to have extra visits to the
school before they transfer and what
arrangements will be made to help them settle in?

Other things to consider during the
Visit


Do the staff and pupils look happy?



Is there noise or complete silence?



Do they have artwork and pictures on the wall or
are the walls plain?

After your visit
After you visit the school a reflective process should
take place. This is where you can ask yourself and
your child:


Did I feel welcome at the school?



Did the pupils and teachers seem friendly and
helpful?



Do I think my child would be happy at this school?



Did the school answer all of my questions?



Will my child get the support they need?



Is the whole school accessible? (if applicable)



Is the school easy to get to?



Was it easy to communicate with the teachers and
SENCO?



Did the school show me what they do to help
children with a variety of needs?



Did the SENCO understand my child’s needs?

Naming a school on the EHC Plan
A parent has the legal right to request a particular
school to be named in the EHC plan (Educational
Health Care Plan). A parent may also make
representations for a non-maintained or independent
school (ask SENDIASS about this)
Secondary placement will start to be discussed in the
annual review in year 5. In Year 6 the annual review
should be held in the autumn term.
An EHC Plan must be reviewed and amended in
sufficient time prior to your child moving into Year 7 to
allow for planning for and where necessary,
commissioning of support and provision at the new
school.
The review and any amendments must be completed
by 15th February in the calendar year of the transfer.

The local authority must comply with your preference of
school unless it would be 
unsuitable for the age, ability, aptitude or SEND of
your child - or

the attendance of your child at that school would be
incompatible with the efficient education of others or

the efficient use of resources
If the local authority does not name your choice of
school you have the right to appeal.

Further Information
View our other information leaflets and resources at:
www.sendiassnorthyorkshire.co.uk/leaflets


Information: You may find it helpful to look
at our other leaflets and information on our
website, social media channels and through our
workshops and courses. We have some
downloadable resources if you can’t find the
answers.



Advice: We provide impartial information and
advice about what the law says, the local
authority’s policies and procedures, and about the
policy and practice in local schools or other
settings.



Support: We can help you by listening to
your views and concerns, whilst working with
you to explore your options. We can help you
with preparation for meetings, with letters,
forms and reports and support you to have the
confidence to express your views.

Useful Links


Ace Education (independent advice and
information on state education in England.



Child Law Advice (education law advice for
families) www.childlawadvice.org.uk



Collis Mediation Ltd (mediation and
disagreement resolution service)
www.collismediationltd.com



Contact (for families with disabled children)
www.contact.org.uk



Council for Disabled Children (umbrella body
for the disabled children’s sector)
www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk



IASSN (information, advice and support
services network) www.cyp.iassnetwork.org.uk



IPSEA (national charity providing legally based
information advice and support) www.ipsea.org.uk



Our Website www.sendiassnorthyorkshire.co.uk



SEND Code of Practice (explains the statutory
duties of schools and local authorities)
www.gov.uk/government/publications/send- codeofpractice-0-to-25



SEND Tribunals Service (organisation
responsible for handling claims)
www.justice.gov.uk/tribunals/send

If you would like any further information please see the
links below to our website and social media pages.

Alternatively, if you would like some extra support for
your child/young person you can call or email our
Advice Line service on 01609 536923 or
info@sendiassnorthyorks.org.uk

Our Advice Line is open 9:30-1pm Monday to Friday
during Term-Time and 9:30-1pm Tuesday and Thursday
during School Holidays.

